KH500 -A8

MOTORCYCLE
OWNER’S MANUAL



NOTICE
THIS PRODUCT HAS BEEN MANUFAC

FIED OPERATOR AND AS A VEHICLE




FOREWORD

We wish to thank you for choosing this fine Kawasaki Motorcydle, It s the end
product of Kawasaki's advanced enginering, exhaustive tosting, and continuous striving
o suprin i, ey and performance: B ging your motarcycl the raper
care sl mantanance outinad i this sl you wil s it along, roubl-re ife

ce, plst
Know your motoreveles cspauiien, 1’ mittons, and sbove sl now 6 eperate 1
safely

In it to s cnrr's marul o those who wold e mor dataled oo
Iasonon el Kewntkd Mooty orfor tom with the eomstry el krasledo
ad) Tenar  Shop Manue I now avitabe 1

Koweso etr
Due to improvements in design and performance during p i somo cases the
iar drepanisbevwse th ol v o Mt s ot s o

moybe

KAWASAKI HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD.
ENGINE AND MOTORCYCLE GROUP

©Kawasaki Heavwy Industriss, L1d. 1975
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onion Svaom

7,000 rom
5.4 kg (391 71b) @600 rom
27

24 m (94510
128 m 850 koh 141 4 251 moh)

2,085 mm (821 in)
835 mim (32 1n]
1140 mm (44.9 )
1,410 mm (5.5 in)
135 mm (5. )
182 kg (423 16)

2atoke, 3 eylinder, iston vale
98 cc (30,38 n]-
00.0%58.8 mm (2.36 x2.31 i)

Electronic COI
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Igniton Timing 23°370C 4,000 rom
Staring Kiek

Miuni VMZ8SC x 3

Lobrication Injactolube oi inection]
Engin Ol ok o1
TRANSMISSION
b e, constantmesh, eturn shife
Cluren e, molts e
Primary Reduction Ratio 2.1 (65/27)
Fins Reducton fatio 300 ta5/15)
Overall Drive ltio 583
Gear Rato! 150 220 23115
1.0 (28120)
S 1100 (26725
an 092 (23/26)
s 081 (21/26)
Transmission Ol SAE 10W30 or 10W40
120013 Us g
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FRAME
Casor

Tl
T o

Funl T

Engin O Capsiy (o ank)
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT
Bt

o ncl
w. Light Fa

mmm -m.m
al n

e ndor Lihe

108 mm (4.3 1)

16842 Us il
230124 Us )

12v 5013
12ve z7w V2 ce)
w2

Specifcations subjct o change withaut notc.
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swmsnssrnss CONSUMER INFORMATION sossmsnsne

Vehicle Minimum Stopping Distance on Dry Pavement

These figures indicate braking performanc that can be met or exceeded by

vehicle 10 which they apply, without lacking the wheels, under different conditions.
of loading. The information presented represents results obainable by skilled
drivers under controlled road and vehicle conditions, and the information may not

rect under other conditions,

Description of vehicle to which this table applies: Model KH00-A8

‘A, Fully Operstional Service Brake
Load: Light

Maximum

e )
b

50 100 150 200
Stopping distance in feet from 60 mph.

Wanutacturer: Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Lid.

CONSUMER INFORMATION




Acceleration and Passing Ability

These figures indicate pasing times and distances that can be met or exceeded by

the vehicle o which they apply, in the situations iagrammed on the next page.

e lowspeed pass assumes an initil speed of 20 mgh imiting speed of
oh,

5 m
The high speed pass assumes an iniial speed of 50 moh and a limiting speed of
80 mph.

The information presented represents results obtainable by skilled drivers
under controlled road and vehicle conditions, and the information may not
correct under other conditions.

Description of vehicle to which ths table applies. Mocel KHS00-AB

Sy T
wspeedpass 423 feet 9.9 soconds
Hiapndoons 990 ton 100 weond
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G
Tlseconds)

2

a6 & 10 12
Tiseconds)

s
P e

Tty
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s SERIAL NUMBER LOCATIONS

The frame and engine serial numbers are used to register the motorcycle. They

10 SERIAL NUMBER LOCATIONS



s LOCATION OF PARTS nssssssmsmsns

1. Cluen Lovor Brake Fluid Reservoir 1. Choke

Jicn
Turn Signal Switeh
Speedometer

14, Throtts Grip

3
P
5. Indiotor Lights
8

LOCATION OF PARTS 11



18, Fusi Tao 2. on
16, Calipor 19, Shife Pocsl 22 aar Shask Absorber
17, Steering Lock 20, Side Suand

12 LOCATION OF PARTS



e g s 27 e ke s

2, et Lock
20, Engine Ol ok e 2 1

LOCATION OF PARTS 13



s LOCATION OF CAUTION LABELS v
o

1. Battery Vent Hose Routing Label 5. Brake Fluid Label (not on US model}

2. Daily Safety Chocks Label 6. Fuse Box Label

3. Tire and Load Data Label 7. Batter Pion/Dangr Lot
(not on European model] fonly on U

4. Important Drive Chain Information & v Pl fotyon US )
Label

14 LOCATION OF CAUTION LABELS



Brak Loverand Pl
' lover on the right side of the handle-

wil not operate.
e Pg. 48 for a It of recommended brake
fluids and for other important brake infor-
inen either the front or rear bake i applied,
the tail brake [ight goes on. The front brake
employs a pressure switch which requires no
adjustment, but the rear brake light switch may
noed adjustment from time to time.

GENERAL INFORMATION 15



ihe rea brake panel s 8 broks linng
wear indicator. I the indicator doas not point
Within the USABLE RANGE whon the brake is

tbor brke prs xaminad
that it remains in its proper position,
e o ramo the brake Hning weor nccater
Clumh Lmr
uch ovr on the e id f the

before it il disengage the clutch, take up the

(Pg. 52).

16 GENERAL INFORMATION



Shift Pedal
The transmission s a Sspeed, returnshift
type with neutral halfway between 1st and 2nd
gears.
tum shift” means that 10 go back to

st gear from a higher gear, you must return
e vy o e, itk hrough e
gears one

LA O —
the clutch (i.e., pul the clutch lever i), lft the
shift pedal
eleose he chuteh love
shi n
cluteh, push the shift pedal

lling the motoreycle
Slighly whil hiting wil el ifeing buck 10
ot

en the transmission s in neutral, the green
et ar a5

GENERAL INFORMATION 17



to:Make it a point when shifting to lft up or push down the shift pedal fully. If
reng's dovw Carelesly, he transmislon may Jump out of e, causing overev
damage to the engin

Throttle Grip
“The right handlebar grip controls the throttle.
Viewed from the g g on, wisig
counterclockwise. opens otle, which
e i spvd iing ¢ conkwie coss
Re.

be adjusted to give it a sufficient but not ex.
cassive amount of play (Pg. 64)

18 GENERAL INFORMATION



Kick Starter Pedal

Fold up the right rear footrest
Your instep on the kick starter pedal and kick
starter pecal play taken up, throw your wei
dowen sarsy on he

CAUTIOF

transmission is in neutral.
Be sure that the kick starter pedal s up before.
moving off.

‘Speedometer and Tachometer
The speedometer shows the speed of the
vehicle. I the lower part of the speedometer

meter can be reset to zer0 by turning the reset
knob counterclockwise. In the upper part of

GENERAL INFORMATION 19



speedometer face is the odometer, The
ciemeter o the a1l dance. ot e
vehice s bn ridde
chometer shows the engine speed in
i bt Fom ot i
of the tachometer face is a portion called th
“red zone”.  Engine rpm in the red zone is
shove maimum mcommandad angine peed
and s also_above the range for good per-
Tormance. Engioe rom should not be lowed
to enter the red zone, s this will overstress

the engine and may cause srious engine damage.

Indicator Lights
Thera are three indicator lights on the switch
panel and ono indicator light i the tachomater

Indicator L
v Lghe Faars It Liht

20 GENERAL INFORMATION



T
T ran of e whomet

face, is used to detct brake light failure.

I ihe brak ligh is unctoning proparl. the brake lht e
It 1gh goss on haneer an or both brakes are apled, and
goes off whanevr e brake of brakesar released.

T4 the brak it s ot uncrioning propel. he lgh wil sl go on
whenaver ono or both brakes are applied; howsver, when neither brake
& i, tn gl T on o it indicating ha he rake bt

o sk gt sl s fuly
¥ thy nlemos ght doos mo g on whe  brake i splind ore

ke’ akichs Sncloso It S i e ot i
cover, or the indica s ot functioning properly, or the
o it n mamupend,

GENERAL INFORMATION 21



i s motarcyle the e ke i+ e for e lnton swich, e sting
lock, the seat lock, and the fuel tank c

Ignition Switch

This is s 3 positions, key-operated switch, The key can be ramoved from the
switch when it s in the OFF or PARK position.
Not:With the Canad kel for grstr sy, s mtoreycl s dedgned 1o tht
th lihts ars on whenever the igntion wich I n he ON posiion. To aved batary
discharge, always start the engine immediately after turning the ignition switch to ON.

Engine oAl slectrical Greuis
OFF | off. Key can be removed.

Engine on. Allslectrical equipment
ON | can be used. Head and tai lightson.
Key cannot be removed.
Engine off, Tail ight or. ATl oiher
PARK| slectrical circus cut off. Key can
be removed.

22 GENERAL INFORMATION



Headlight Swi
e e i s twopostios
nd o on U5 model,an s e osions:
European
ToePerdight o with e s
osition.
T iy e, a1 T o7 T
light come o if theswitch s pushed
PO | 10 the po position with the ignition
suitch in the ON position.
The headight, city liht, tail lignt
andmeter ight come onif the switch
ON | is pushed forward 1o the ON pos:
tion with the ignition switch in the

OFF

N position.

Dimmer Switch
High or low beam can be slected with the
dimmer switch. When the headlight is on high
2 blue indicator light in the switch panel
lights
Hi Low Beam

. High Beam , LO..

European toas

=

GENERAL INFORMATION 23



Horn Button
“The horn is operated with the horn button
located on the left side of th

adjusted, repaired or replaced immediately.

Hom and Passing Button (European Model)
Tt e ot of b
passing button isspring loaded, and
o um on he pasing beam whethr e v
s e
o pusning he hor and psing buton to
s e huahwm high beam (passing beam)
on to signal the driver of the vehicle
oend hat you re about 1 pess him.
passing light shuts off as soon as the button is
released.

24 GENERAL INFORMATION



Tum SignalSwitch

turn signals are operated by the turn
S e Rt b S e o
handlebar.

When the suitch is operated, the turn signal
indicator light flashes on and off together with
the turn signals.

LoLeft

R....Right

Engine Stop Switch
In addition to the ignition switch, the engine
00 o st b I the BN i for
ko e
“The engine stop !w'lch o ey e
1f some smarcancy ping the engine
Sudiony, ek e onine s10p e 10 cer
of the OFF poitions.
Nots: Although the engine stop switch stops
engin, it dors ot um off all the acrical
ciruits e ignition switch should
i o st th anine

GENERAL INFORMATION 25



cmk- I.mr

ke lover on the left side of the
gl ¥ KO T b,
e

sbed in until the engne is warm,
and ten vt 1.

Fuel Tap

The fuel tap is an automatic type wh
5 S ik B . e A g
stopped.

In the ON position, the tap allows gasoline
flow uni 2 20 lirs 04 US. g reserve

 uring p 10 nEs (rerve) the
Temaining gmaline o e wsed unth he
s empty.

The PRI (prime) position bypasses the auto-
matic control and s useful for priming the
engine after running out of gas, or for com-
Pletely draining the tank.

26 GENERAL INFORMATION



Fuel Tank Cap

"To open the fuel tank cap: insert the igition
switch key into the cap, turn th h
tight, and open the cap. The fuel tank cap is
locked when pushed back into place.

Steering Lock
To help prevent theft, the handisbar can b

locked in either the full left or full right po-

sition.

Turn the handiebar fully to the eft or right,

insert_ the ignition key into the steering lock,

turn the key % tum to the left, and remove it.

9 before starting the engine.

GENERAL INFORMATION 27



The matoeycie s siped with o stancs,

nenever the e sane 5 used, moke

ing the side stand, hava the
Randlabar tuned to the It
o set the motorcycle up on the center

Seat
The seat can be unlocked using the ignition
key, and then swung open for checking the

Pushing the seat back into place locks it.

28 GENERAL INFORMATION



N-Im-(NDoks

The rider’s helmets can be secured
motarcyce g the.pelme. hooks located
under the sea

Document Container

the motorcycle, is provided on the bottom of
the seat.

GENERAL INFORMATION 29



Fuse Box

The fuse box is located behind the left side
cover, and it contains three fuses and two spare
fuses. Ifthefuse blows during operation, inspect

face the fuse with correct capacity speci-
fiod in the box for each circult.

Tool Kit
The tool Kit i located in the tool compart-
ment above the rear fender. The minor adjust.

ments and replacement of parts explained in
this manual can be made with these tools.

30 GENERAL INFORMATION



Kit
“The tool kit is located in the tool compartment

above the ea enders The minor scstments snd

replacoment of parts explained in this manual can
made with these tools.

0066 660

!IM’

Socket 1

P

P
31
B

Se

1. Britive o

Comination Bit
12 Loar
i
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s EUEL AND OIL o,

Non-leaded gasoine.

Engine O

A 2stroke engine oil
which is recommendedt
for air-cooled engines.

Transmission OF

Motor oi
Summer: SAE 30

A
Al seasons: SAE 10N30
or 10W40

Entire car
16 liters (4.2 US gal.)

Reserve capacity
2iiters (1 US gal.)

23 liters (24 US qt)

1.2 liters (13 US qt.)

32 FUEL AND OIL



e Kavsa jctlub st s usd i s motrcycl. Tis syt lmiats
ine ncesity of he owrer st mixing in il with e guolne. o ussonly
byt Aierlpnind
CAUTION: seer il he unk S e i o o g
in 8 warm tank, it may from the vents i the tan

S o e ot o the motoreyele ay

Do not use ordinary motor oil, transmission oil, or an inferior grade of oil as 3
replacement for the proper oil. The use of improper ol will ead to engine trouble.
Adding oil .

On the side of the oil tank there is a window
for checking the oil level. 1.6 lier (1.6 USat)
of ail should be added when the level drops 1o

‘CAUTION: Never lt theoil tank run completely
dry or severe engine damage will result

FUEL AND OIL 33



Tranarialon O
1) Oil Leve
Chos the o love it the dipuck on the

Afa th it 800 an (00 mi) il changs,
change the oil every 5,000 km mil.

Wil ick up any sediment and dai easly.

o2 er 1 U ) of metor o

38 FUEL AND OIL



BREAKING IN
The first 1,600 km (1,000 mi) that the motorcyele i ridden is designated a the
breakin period. If the motorcycie is not used carefully during this period, you may
very well end up with a "broken down instead of  "broken in” motoréycle after
a fow thousand kilometers.
e following rules should be observed during the breakin period.
‘eMaximum engine rpm during the breakin period

Waximum sngine rpm

0~ 800 km (0~ 500 mi] 4,000 rpm.

800~ 1,600 km (500~ 1,000 mi)_| 6,000 rpm.

#Do ot start moving or race the engine immediately after starting it, even if the
engine is already warm. Run the engino for two or three minutes at 1,000~ 1,500
£om 1o give the oil a chance to work up into all the engine parts.

D0 not race the engine while the gears are in neutral.

9 <o build up on
the spark plugs and foul them. If inspaction of the spark plugs shows this (o be the
case, replace the standard NGK BOHS with NGK BaHS for the duration of the break-in
period.

I additon 10 the sbove, the owner should take the motoreycle to an authorized
Kawasaki Deslr for initial maintenance servics at 800~ 1,600 km (500~ 1,000 m)

BREAKING IN 35



HOW TO RIDE THE

Starting the Engine

%z

leaving the throttle completel
wGheok ot the ot rer Toorest & ot up

the andne sars, keep the choke

lever pushed in. When the engine is warm
enough 1o ide without ths uss f the choke
lever, release the lever.

Note: When the engine is already warm or on

hot days, open the throttle part way instead of

using the choke lover. Then Kick ovar he

the engine i fooded, Kick ith the ot
Tl pen e hsengre s

36 HOW TO RIDE THE MOTORCYCLE



ing Off
‘eCheck that the side stand and kick pedal

re up.

snife ar.
#Open the throttle a ittle, and start to let out on the clutch lever very slowly.
A5 the dutch starts 1o engage, open the throttle a litle mor, giving the engine

s anoush fus to keep i fom saling

ifting Gears
o the tratlewhio puling i he cutchlvr e sa i
Shift into the next hig

20pen the ot prt vay,and by e chch o

(ON :Whan shiting down 1 a lowor ger, 4o net SHft o sucha igh sped that
o engne s suddnly jerked ino igh o or into the red zone. Not only can this
Downshifting

T o B0 e o st .

HOW TO RIDE THE MOTORCYCLE 37



eClose the throtile completely, leaving the clutch engaged (except when shifting gears)

50 that the engine will help siow down the motorcycle.

Shift down one gear at a time so that you are finaly in 1st gear just when you get

completely stoppec

e siopping, dweys pply bt brskes o the same i i toping il

normally the front brake should be applied a lttle more than the rear. Downshift

or fully msekuge e’ ey o rooaary 2 i e o o sl o 13

stop mare quicki

Neverlock the ke and cause th tres to kid When turning a corner it s better
a3, bt 1 s i v, e oy o e bk,

oo a5 et it g,

Stopping the Engine
Cloze the throttle complately,

it th gars o neutal
#Tum the gon i off, o f ooty soppng o 8 shot e et orw
hour) on the road at night, tur it o P

eLock the steering.

38 HOW TO RIDE THE MOTORCYCLE



Stopping the Motorcycle in an Eme
Your Kevakl moxrryoe s e oo —— sraice you
optimum safery wenience. However, in order to fully benefit from Kawaski’s
e angoaasing st csfamaniio, s ctro o you, the owner and S,
properly maintain your
mproper maltenance and insufficent rcing skils can create a dangerous itation
known as throttle failure. Three of the most common causes of throttle faiure are:
1. During removal of air cleaner by owner, dirt is allowed to enter and jam

2. Idle rod is bent by improper disassombly of carburetor
3 A novice ma forget i drecion trovle ottes, then ek throtie wide
coen hiking e e st € o, pni whes macins it oty
instead of slowing down; and “freeze", holding throttle wide
Kovasaki has provded s engine stop swith o1 buron on all 1. moteeycles
which may be used to safely s10p your motorcycie in an emergency.  Altamatively,
your motorcycle may be stopped by applying the bresks and disengaging the clutch.
But if used the engine stop switch, turn off the ignition switch after stopping the
motorcyce.

HOW TO RIDE THE MOTORCYCLE 39



s SAFE OPERATION
Sofe Riding Techniaue
e poins s below aroaplicapl for averysy motarycle s and hould be
caratuly obsarvad for safe anl efscive venicle opary
v, ove protection and s he- 1 going up stoep sloges, it to
omer oo 30 et s oy of
e or aaea protacion In o of 5 arsinn,

Wen sopiying the brokes, v both
the front an th rea brakor. Agpiing

only ane brake for sudden braking may
Cauta tne motorcycs fa s and 1o
o
Vinen oing down ko sopss, ol On rany days, ey e on thotrie
ehicts oaed o oty e e, e o control el teed and 15 an the
v frone and. res bakes for susiary romt sndt rea braker, . Tha thottie
braking, should s ba used Judicously 10 3o

kiding the rea wheo! from 100 r3pid
Sceseration or decseration

40 SAFE OPERATION



Fang s e proar e of sps Avoiding unnscassary wesing i
soant o iy f o e P

{ong vehicl e an ulatr oparatin.
foush roacs, exercse cation 1o

on
e el iy e ok i
the s when nécssary for bat

by,

auick scsseration s nscssry
o i g, A o8 vt o 15
ot the nicessary pows

oo umwd oo 1 s s fom v

SAFE OPERATION 41



Daily Safety Checks
I ordr to i mare niyably and e el th duly ity checksshoue
r be neglected, Since engine trout were sccident may be prevented
!hmugh oyiog ot i i Shecks o coecin vy e, AR N s At
ch day before riding to check the following

. Gasoline i tark
il tank level sufficient (P
Taramistoof e oo P
o e cemae 7, 40
Ao fron 2Dkg/:mz (28 psi)
ar2.25 kglon” (32 pie)
Spokes and rim - Tty mm e sl P 54
Drive chain eck condition; chain slack 20 ~ 25 mm
oy i o necmnry B, 37
Battry ... Electrolyte level above the lower level mark (Pg, 65)
Nuts and boits . Tighten any loose nuts and bolts (Pg
Front Brake ....._.......... Brake lever play less than 5 mm (3/16 in; fluid up to
level line; 1o damage to brake line or fittings (Pg. 48)

42 SAFE OPERATION



Cuten
Rear brake

Throtte grip
Steering

Front fork

Rear shock absorbers

Electrical equipment

Engine

Cluteh lever play about 2~3 mm (%~ s in); release
properly, no slippage (Pg. 52)
Fi e gl 31 i v
fully o indicator_position within the "USABLE
o g e e W
Throttle grip play correct (Pg. 64
Check that the steering turns freely but has no play
(Pg. 56)
When pushing down on the handisbar with the front
brake fully applied, the front fork functions properly;
0 ol leakage (Pg. 60
Function properly, no ol leakage (P

hat the headlight, tail/brake light, turn signals
and horn work.
Noabrormal engine nofse

ny irreqularities are found during the above checks, refer to the Maintenance

and Adjustment Section to make the corrections necessary for safe operati

SAFE OPERATION 43



for High

e Tmporance of the brkes, apocily 31" peed

Brakes operation, cannot be overemphasized. Check 1o see that
ey s ety s e tonctioning ropery
o Looseness in the steering can cause Ioss of control. Check.
0 seo that the handlebar turns freely but hss no play.
High speed operation is hard on tires, &nd good tires are
Tres crudal for riding safely. Examine their overall condition,
inflate t0 the proper pressure, and check the wheel balance.
P The standard plug s NGK BOHS, but for prolonged high
speed operation use the next colder heat range plug B1OH.
i Have summm T Tor T Fah ) commantion g

bigh s

Transmission Oil

T vl oo Wi e e T o oS
at the upper level mark

Engine O1

Top up the il tank.

Electrical Equipment

ik cora T e s, T, e
ete. al work proy

Miscellaneous

THeke s et A 370 B e VT T AT
safety related parts are in good condition

44 SAFE OPERATION




MAINTENANCE AND ADJUSTMENT wormmssnmsssnsne

e ot sl st e i i s s sl e s
10 must o done in scordance with the Paidic Maitanancs Qhat o kes the
motarendie i good runing condition. Some

oot make 3 ot o checking tham frscuiniy of aly 5 i th cae f th daty
atry che

s n doubt e 5t et o el parton, e sk vour
xumumzd Kavassi Deder 10 check the motoreol

Please note that Kawasaki can not assume an respnrmmh\y for s g
rom ot maitenance o mpreper sapasumens don by

MAINTENANCE AND ADJUSTMENT 45



Periodic Maintenance Chart

A
Froaueney | nitial

a0k

1500 mi)

© [Every sobrequent 5,000 ki (3000 T

. . . E)
Corry out genarl | obERa 0 0
Gieansir cleanr sement 0 v
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- Ery
Frequency | el | initl wb—qulm subssquens | pee
Operaton 800km | 3000km 6000km | Rafrence
ooy | (so00m | 3000 | 6000
sk timing 3 0 &
Chck o wear v 3 %
Ceck crvs chai et - =
s s - - =
icats 3 =
Licicss arne :Mn | Eviy BOU T 800 =
“Chack brske Every 6,000 ks (4,000 T 51
=
=
&0
ot [ Every Zyeors or 20,000 km (12,000 w1 =
(FCubricat sweing stem earings| Every 2 ysars o 20090 (12000 T

“Should ba erviced by a1 sutherized Kewseok Dol
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Front Brake Adjustment
he disc brake used on the front wheel is

play loosen the lock nut, turn the adjusting bolt
slightly o set lever play to les than 5 mm (%4
in], and tighten the lock nut.
Ditc Brake Fluid

“The disc brake fluid reservair must be kept
filled up to the line inside the reservoir, with
one of the recommended types of disc brake
fluid. 1 none of the recommended brake fluids
are available, use extra heavy-duty brake fluid
only from a container marked D.0.1.3.

Recommended Disc Brake Fluid

Wagner Lockheed Heavy Duty
Girling Amber

\,

MAINTENANCE AND ADJUSTMENT



“The fluid should be completely changed after one year or 10,000 km (6,000 mi),
hichever comes first. It should also be changed if it becomes contaminated with dirt

Brake Pad Replacement
“The brake pads must be replaced when they are worn down through the red line.
Note: #Except for adding fluid and adjusting hand lever play, disc brake maintenance
should be performed only by » Kawasaki Desler.

h

itis applied,
here might b sir in the brake lines or the brake may b dofctive. Sinco it isdanger.
ous to operate the motorcycle under such conditions, have the brake checked imme-
diately.

luid onto any painted surf
Do not use ordinary brake fluid
Do not mix two brands of fluid.

9D ot e i from  corae th e b e pon o thet s bon umelod
for a long i

OCheok for
SRS o o e e .
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Rear Brake Adjustment
Rear brake adjustment consist of two sepa-
rate adjustments: brake pedal position, and
rovel,

(Check that the top of the brake pedal inits
rost_position is 20~30 mm (%~ 1% in) lower

twrn the adjusting bolt, and tighten the lock nut,

Brake Pedal Travel
The brake pedal should have 20~30 mm (3%
~ 1% in) of travel from the rest position to
the fully applied position when the pedal is
pushed down lightly by hand. Adjustment
is made by turming the auting rut t the
end of the brake

oCheck th rer brake fght switch,

Check for brake drag.

‘eCheck brakina effectiveness.
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cauTioN: It

the brake lining wear
int within the USABLE RANGE whw
the br

Brake Light Switch Adjustment
“The rear brake light switch must turn on th
brks gt ftrabout 18 (/i) o rake
pedsl movem:
Adjust it bv loosning the two mounting
nuts,moving up o down, and
Tetightenng e 1 muummq uts when the switch
is roparyposior
CRUFION: To moid damaging the elctrica
connections  inside the switch, be sure th;
does ot tur during ad-

the s
justment.

he brake light will also light when the
front brake is appled, but the front brake
light switch reauires no adjustment,
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Clutch Adjustment
[ ction eyl 4 i e
sething over 3 ong poriod of s, the lich
t be adjusted pe.m.auv (pg. 46).
“Loosen the lock nut at the middle of the
clutch cable, and scrow i the adjusting nut
o give the cable plenty.
eLoosen the lock nut at the clutch lever just
enough 5o that the adjuster will turn freely,
and then trun the ad]
Bk e e S oo i

lock n

aFemovs e engine sprocat o

“Lomen the cuteh rtoon o lock nt,and
back out the cluteh adjusting screw 3 or 4

turns.
eSet the cluteh ralease lever angle at an 80~90°
to the clutch cable by turning the adjusting
nut st the middle of the clutch cable.

Turm the clutch adjusting screw in 10 where
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i sty tscomes a1 tu, nd e
ighten th ok nut.
ek up i i e i i e ssing
i d then
ighien the o
eTirn . ot t o cuth log
tho cluch lovr wil have 2~3 mm (Yse~ /s
in of play, and tghten th lock nut
eReplac the engne sprocket cover.
Rt or i oreions WAl i, s
e o ol
a1 iiag,strt the ngine
and chock tha th e o sippage and
releases properly.

Wheel Inspection

.| will causs the vehicle to vibrate or the staering 1o wobble,
ey ¢ i spvc Sivc whes baline rat et motoreycl ety have
the b

Ve
oing g s st s s rpcie whenevt s e 41 4 o
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ks and
Spoke thmzxx should be inspected peri-

Kawasaki Desler to inspect and adjust the rim.
Tires and Tubes
Proper tire inflation pressure is essential for
M oo i oo Maoreal i
w tire a hss @ bad
mmmy and h:ndhng  Undecinfaion coud
sult in tire fexing, and over
iofation could Testtin e fature o 16 the
eraased ability of the tire 1o cushion shock.
maroper infation wil alo caus h e reads
wear unevenly, with most wear along the
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utide o the rsds wh, e s s uparnletd.and alang e cntr of the
fated.

pressure will change with ir temperature and with altitude, and so must be changed
and adjusted when condinatic

Near the end of useful lie, the tires become increasingly wulnerablo to puncture or
blowout. An accepted fact is that 90 percent of al tire falures occur during the last
10 percent of tread Iife (90 percent worn). So it s false economy and unsafe to.
the tires until they aro bald. Tread wear limits ara specified n this manual to give you
a quide for decicing when the tires should be replaced. In addition, a visible check of
tread wear should be made frequently. Replace any tire that has worn down 1o th

I the event of a flat tire resulting from a punctured tube, replace the tube only
with 2 Kawasaki rolacament tube, Reair of he twbe s not rcommendad, but f

riaken, it must be done with extreme care 1o prevent a subsequent flat tire, an
ossible loss of control

Minimm Trasa 0o |

[ sormeinm
[ sower oo

mm
e o te [ 017
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Steering Inspection
“The steering should be checked periodically

"To check the steering adjustment, first i
a stand or block under the engine 5o that the

fork st the e, and puh sl he frnd
e bakand ot I oy Stee

fe-Soes i sering acusment i seitive
i AN 1 o
only by an suthorized Kawasaki Dealer.
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Drive Chain Inspaction and Adjustment
be

With the motorcyele resting on the canter
stand, the chain should have about a 20~25 mm
(%~ 1 in) slack messure

1y worn testh,and damaged t
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I there is damage or excassive wear, have
the drive chain andor the sprockets replaced
by an authorized Kawasaki Dealer

Adjustment
Loosen the torque link nut and both chain
adjuster Tock nuts

@Remoue the cottor pin and loosen the rear

axe nu
Turm in the lefc and right chain adjuster bolts

the right chain adiuster notch comes to.

oTighten the axe and torave link nuts, and
replace the coter p

Tighten the chain adjuster lock nus,

oCheck the rear brake adjustment (Po. 50)

oCheck the rear brake liht switch djustment
(Pg. 51).
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Chain Replacs
ok e wear by st stehing the chain

tight (adjust it taut or hang 3 10kg-20lb-wel

o it) and then measure the length o

endless type and should ot be cut stal-
Toion, vove ¥ sl by + Kewssakd Do
Drive Chain Lubrication
inimize chain wear, the drive chain
should be lubricated periodically (Pg. 47), after
iding in the rain, and after washing the vehicle.
L

using a brush and solvent bofore chain lubri-
cation,
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Front Fork Inspection and Maintenance
Inspection

Pushing down on the handisbar with the front brake fully applied, check that
the front fork functions properly.  Check the dust seal for damage, and look for
any signs of ol leakage.

In case of improperly functioning shock absorbers, dust seal damage, or ol leakage,
se0 your authorized Kawasaki Dealr.

Maintenance

Dir or send that s wored is oy st
o dust st ill eentally damige the of s
Causng il lskoge.  Perioccaly, sids op he

dust seals and clean out any dirt or sand,
et ot to damogeither th il el o he
inner tube s

Sice the fromt fork il deeroraes with us,
have the oil in both tubes odically
by your authorized Kawasaki Desler (Pg. 47).
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Fowr snua( Absorber Inspection and Adjustment

Inspecti

Since the rea shock absorbars e sl s 0 ca ot e e, oty
external checks of operation are necsssar

Ghock that the rear shock sbsorbers function property and hat thre i 10 i
s i R, e a1 AR
o g ound g epechon, s yous ohorind Kowsski
oy

shock absorbers have 3 positions so that the shock absorbors can be
acsted for difierent 1004 s losding conditon
spring sction feels too soft or too siff,

adjust 1 Iy acoordance with the following able.

Position | Shock Tension | Canditions
Sandard | Singe rider
Feavy rider, 1uggage
strapped on

2 | siightly hara

ENNLIE Rider and passenger
Note: Always sdjust both shock absorbers t©
the same position.
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Air Cleaner Maintenance
A clogged air cleaner restrcts the engine’s
air intake, increasing s consumption, recucing
engine power, and causing spark plug fouling.
Air Cleanar Cleaning
e sir ceaner samant must be desned
dusty areas, the

shoukd

To remove the element for inspection and
cleaning:
Loosen the chain case cover
sLooun the ne e nd ihre sl clamps
and pull off the air duc
aRamove ihe It and contar o caturtons iom
the inlet pipe and move it
Remove the cleaner housing
2 pul oLt the ousingand clemant tegsther.
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sUnhook the cleaner housing, and remove the
element.
Ciean the element by swishing it around in

sal
element. Oil, however must not be applied to

ent in 2 woll

i ol he

sponge gasket will sllow dirt
and dust 1o pass through into the carburators and svemtually damage. the angn
U any part of the loment i damage, the elemen must be rplacd.
Eloment Repl
, Tepiac . semant after 10000 km (6,000 i), aftr cleaning it 5 tmes, or
it doma

to:When the slement is repalced, be sure that the clamps are secure, but not so
e e v ol i e e
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Headlight Beam Adjustment

the mounting nuts, and move the headlight
<o the position desired.

‘Throttle Grip Play Adjustment

if there i 100 much or too litte play, adjust
it with the adjusting nut, and then tighten the
Tock nut,
Note:With the engine icling, turn the handlebar
0 sither side. If handiebar movement changes
idle speed, the throttl, carburetor o oil pump
Gables may be damaged, or the routing of the
cables may be unsatistactory.

o
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Ignition Timing
This motorcycle has a capacitor discherge ignition system, which has no moving
s, Ahough 4 elfom necsary o st the lnin i, hae h ting
adjusted by a Kawasaki Dealar should it become
e arton tming should 5o hackad perioeaty (7. 47

Battery Maintenance

and lower level marks. Wnen it gets low, remove
the battery filler caps and add only distilled
water until the electrolyte lousl in each cell

reaches the upper level mark.
Battory Romoval and Installat

Satry removarsnecesan whn e battry
elctrolyte specific. gravity reading s below
1,200, indicating a need for battery recharging.
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5. Remove the battery band, and disconnoct
first the ground () negative lead connection
nd then the positive (+] lead.

. Battery installation s performed in the
roverse order of removal,

CAUTION: sRoute the battery vent hose as

shown in the caution Iabel.

s e i e e e o

m the jectrolyte from the

#Do not let the battery vent hose get folded
pinched, and route it away from the exhaust

@Keep the battery terminals clean, and put a
light cost of grease on them to prevent corrosion.

CAUTION
=
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Spark Plug Maintenar

The sundud ok g 5 NGK BHS. I
should h 1.0 mm (0.035~0.039 in)
o, and be ngmma with 25~30 kg 185
=215 o o

Pk plugs should be taken out par

4 (0.035~0.039 in}

device) and then clean off any abrasive particles. The plug may also be cleaned using
solvent and a wire brush o other suitable tool, Messure the gap with & thickness gauge,
and adjust the gap if incorrect by bending the outer electrode.

Heat Ran

Tofind ot whether s it tamparatr pug s g ued pul ham vt
sulator around the center electrode, If the ceramic is 2 light

o black, the plugs should be replaced with the next hotter
type, NGK BBHS. Be sure that the spark plug has the proper amount of gap whenever
it wes replaced.
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Idle Speed Adjustment
Id speed acstment i cared out wsing

the air screws and idiing screws,

oFirst sc o i seewe fully, bt ot

ghty, and back them out 1% &

lowest_stable speed obtainable, normally be-
tween 1,200~ 1,300 rpm.

eListen 10 the exhaust noise, and place v
hands bohind the muffles 1o fool the exhaust

pressure.
oif there s a variation in noise or exhaust

o among the cylindors, re-adjust the
individual idling screws to make combustion
uniform.

Not
Doalor to make the inspection and adjustment.
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Carburetor Cable Adjustment

ings.
oo mariodcay 1. 48

@Screw in the idling screws until the throttle
values are fully closed. Using the adjusters

tighten each lock nut.
eChai that th outr e of each cruretor cal s snted propry n the cale
adjus

oSreck the throtdarip ply,

2Gheck e ol pump s, P, 7.

eAdjust engine idle speed. (Pg. 68).

Nota: After the e speed adjustment s made, he carbursto cabes will hve  amal.

amount of play. This play s correct and should not be altered.
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Oil Pump Cable Adjustment
o iy o sl i By

oil pump output may be 100 low

ot cpaniags. | Creck and sdiut the o1

" 6).

Make sure the banjo bolts are tght, but
{0 otormge o, Aoy i o hld
be corrected bef

atr o pon o ld‘us!mem check that
the outer siceve of the oil pump cable is seated
proparly n e cable scust

Choke Cable Adjustment
First turm the adjuster at the lower end of
each choke cable so that the choke cables have

less than 1 mm (Y i) of play.
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Then using the adjusting nut at the upper
0 of the cable, st the choke lever for

soated properly in the cable adjuster and ad-
justing nut.

Fuel Tap Cleaning

ing careful not to damage the gasket
1 i, oot et g v
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Using a piece of cloth, wipe out the inside of

mehameenieitn - @ QO @
OAfter washing, check the xkl( and filter, ey i

ged.

OMake sure the seciment cup i tight. Turn th

fun g e o s 1o tho P oo, s check fo ok, I o ks
m the adimart cu, h gkt ay be camage ct the gasket and

i o fama smyuars the work
" when' e anne s st varm.
ngie befor staring it

Decarbonization
exhaust system (i, baffle tube, muffler, piston hesd, exhaust port and
clinder hesd) an il up wieh oo and et xR - Prodots v o e

period of operation, resulting in & drop in perf Decarbonization of the
exhaust systom should be done periodically by an authorized Kawasaki Dealer.
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Lubrication
I order 1o got maximum longth of use from al parts and 1o keep the motorcycle

Using SAE 30 motor il Iubricate the points indicated whenever they are dry, after
riding through rain, or after washing the motoreycle. Groase the places indicated with
reqular cup grease t least every 6 months or 3,000 k (2,000 mi)

After several thousand kilometers of service, in addition to the paints shown here,
other parts should bo inspected and lubricated by a Kawasaki Dealer
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Bolt and Nut Tightening
Every day before riding, check without fail the tightness of the bolts and nuts
listed here. Also, chock to see that each cotter pin s in place and in good condition.

sy sum Clamp
s G
Cluteh Laver Holdar

Stem Head 8ot
Front Axie Camo Nut
Spokes

Caiipr Wouriing 8o
Front Fendor Maunting

Shif P Boit
10, Footree Mounting Bolt
11, Pttt Nut
2. Raar Shock Ab

s and Bolts
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Eront Braks Lvr

Fear Broke Pect
Kick Pacal it

Engine Mounting Bt
or Pin (Foouest)
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CLEANING
1) Preparation for washing
Bofore washing, precautions must be taken to keep water off the following parts
‘@Rear opening of the mufflers ...... Cover with plastic bags secured with rubber bands
‘oClutch and brake lovers, hand aips Cover with plasic bags.
Cover tape.
Closa up the openings with tape, o stuff in rags.

@Air cleaner intake -
2) Where to be careful

any great force near
Sedometerand achomeer
Rear
vt et nside the e b, e rer braks will ot funetion anl it i out,
@Under the fuel tank and the seat
I water gets into the ignition cails o into a spark plug caps, the spark will jump
through the water and be grounded out. When this happens, the motorcycle will
ot start and the affected parts must be wiped cry.

SRimous the plastic bas, and clarthe i leaer ks
STt braks bfore moterevee opwra
“Liicye th shain mmedatey 10 kep It from rusting.

CLEANING 77



STORAGE
the motorcycle is to be stored for any length of time, such as during the
winter season, 1t should be prepared for storage as follows
#Clean ine eriire ehice throughy.
soline 11

Kick the angine over slowly 3 few times o coat the cylinder walls with oil, and

replace the plugs.

@Reduce tire pressure by sbout 20%,

eSet the motreycls on  box o s so hat both whels are rfsed o he ground.

{1 i cannot e done,out boardsunder e front and rear whels o kaep dampness
sber.

t where 1t will not be exposed to irect sunigh,
During storage it should be given a slow chs
pipes 1o prevent maisture from enterin,

Put a cover over the motorcycle t keep dust and dirt from callecting on It.
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T A R e s £
ek the ceciotyt ol in e battery, ehage the batery i necesary,and ool
T o s oy e T ot e ey VAo s I ok I an e
it i routed away from the chain
eBring tire pressure up o normal:  Front tre 20 kg/em’ (28 psi)

Rear tire 2,25 kglom’ (32 psi}
obaks surs th spark o 1 igh,

(Pg. 33).

minutes to warm the oil, and drain the transmission oil.

oPut in fresh transmission ol (Pg. 3
Check sl the poinis lsed under Daily Safety Checks. (Pg.42,43).
oL

(Pa.50.73).
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TROUBL
Engine doesn't start

Fuel tap obstructed or defective
*Flooded
Ol the engine is flooded, kick it over
with the throttle fully open to let more
schoken nm tworking rmally
play maladiusted
ke v ot vy
scomerssionssage
oSpark plug oos
oCyinderheed ot sttty thtaned

[ —
Engine stops

oline
Fuel tap clogged or lever position wrong

GUIDE

‘@Fuel tank cap air vent obstructed
*Overheated
©No engine oil
OTtansmission ol low

Clncorrect spark plug

e e

CTiming malacust

o bl Up In combstion chamber

No power
‘eCompression leak:

Spark plug loose

Cyindar had ot sficinly thaned

lCluxch o
Timin
s Ay

plug defective
i e
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KH500-A8 Wiring Diagram
(Canada Model)




KH500-A8 Wiring Diagram
(US Model)
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